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The research examines how secondary school students use social sites. It
also studies their motivation to use these sites. Moreover, it aims to find the
perceived advantages and disadvantages of social networking sites and problems or
obstacles related to the use these sites. Furthermore, this research studies whether
the students are concerned about privacy and safety when they use these sites and
the extent to which parents monitor their children when they use social networking
sites.

Data were gathered by means of a survey of four hundred twenty students
and in-depth interviews with ten students respectively.

The results show that lower secondary school students use social networking
site mainly to communicate with friends as a part of their daily lives and to obtain
information that is difficult to obtain in their real lives. These do not affect the society.
The finding reveals that motivations to use social networking sites are both individual
needs and social needs. The types of social networking sites also determine their
use. The students feel that communication with strangers offline is different from
online. The study also indicates that 18 percent of children under the age of 13 use

social networking sites, despite minimum age limits.
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