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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate: (1) Family contexts of runaway children
and what caused them to run away; (2) family communication patterns; and (3) guidelines for
using family communication in preventing children from running away.

This qualitative research used interview guidelines to collect data from 18
respondents: 11 families whose children have run away in the past agreed to be interviewed (11
parents and six runaway children) and one staff member of the Mirror Foundation’s Missing-
Person Information Center. Content analysis was used in descriptive data analysis.

Results: (1) In terms of family context, the children lived in congested communities
that made them susceptible to bad influences. Most of the parents were divorced and had
moderate to low income levels. The children reported they ran away due to their parents’ nagging
and scolding. They also felt a lack of warmth, were lonely, thought no one paid attention to them
and felt upset with their parents. (2) Two types of family communication patterns were reported:
Protective and laissez faire. The former refers to parents setting limits and scolding their children
when they do wrong; the latter refers to parents not paying enough attention to their children.

(3) Communication guidelines to prevent children from running away included using compromise
in communication, listening, using a clear voice when speaking, acting gently and taking the time
to talk. Also mentioned was monitoring the children’s Internet use in order to ensure they do not

waste too much time and to suggest how proper Web surfing.

Keywords: Family communication patterns, Runaway children
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