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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate popular newspapers in terms of: (1) Their
investigative reporting; (2) the techniques and methods used; and (3) guidelines for investigative news
reporting.

This qualitative research used interview guidelines to collect data from two groups of
informants: Four purposively selected news editors and 40 field reporters selected by the quota sampling
method. A descriptive analytic approach and data categorization were used in data analysis. Findings
were summarized in accordance with the objectives.

Results: (1) Popular newspapers published investigative news to differentiate themselves
from their competitors and motivate readers to buy their newspapers. However, this kind of news is
difficult to report due to many controlling factors. Issues to be presented as investigative reporting must
affect a large number of people. (2) Techniques and methods in investigative reporting comprise four
steps: (a) Determining conceptions and issues, which in turn can be divided into two categories:
Expanding on regular news stories of interest at the time; and presenting new issues from surrounding
observations; (b) data collected from informants, by researching documents and by observing events; (c)
news stories presented as a continuity, using striking but easily understandable and unique language; (d)
evaluation after news reporting, which was performed by assessing post-reporting goal achievements
and using the findings in future news reports. (3) Guidelines for investigative news reporting were: To
present issues that are close to readers, affect most people or involve corruption or other unlawful or

unethical issues; to cover the content with continuity and in detail; and to present the news using simple

language.
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