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The Decision to Study in the Master of Business Administration Program

by Special Program Students at Ramkhamhaeng University
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Abstract

In this thesis, the researcher examines the decision to study in the Master of Business Administration
Program by Special Program students at Ramkhamhaeng University. Moreover, the researcher investigates the
decision to study by these students as classified by demographical factors.

In this non-experimental research investigation, the unit of analysis was at the individual level.

Data were collected from those deciding to study in the Master of Business Administration Program in the
TWIN Program, the sum total of which comprised 1,735 students. The size of the sample population was
determined by means of extrapolating the Taro Yamane (1967). The margin of error was at 5 percent. Adopting
probability sampling, the simple random sampling method was utilized whereby the researcher selected a sample
population of 325 subjects.

In order to compare the decisions of these students to study in the Special Program, data were analyzed by
reference to demographical characteristics. Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data collected were
analyzed through applications of a t-test technique in addition to the one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
technique. In cases in which differences were found at the statistically significant level of .05, the researcher
utilized the least significant difference (LSD) method.

Levels of decision making were found to be high. The subjects paid heed to the factor of costs (tuition
fees) at the highest level. Next in descending order was the factor of occupation. Those deciding to study who
differed in the demographical characteristics of gender, age, occupation, income, and field of study did not evince
concomitant overall differences in levels of decision making. When considered in each aspect, however, it was
found that those who differed in income exhibited parallel differences in the decision to study in the aspect of
occupation at the statistically significant level of 0.05.

In applying the LSD multiple comparison method, results were as follows:

Those deciding to study whose monthly incomes fell between 15,001 and 30,000 baht and those whose
monthly incomes were greater than 45,000 baht exhibited corresponding differences in the decision to study in the

Special Program in the aspect of occupation at the statistically significant level of 0.05.

Key words: Decision-making, Decision to study
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