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Opportunities and threats for Thai fruits in ASEAN countries:

The case of import and export trade among Thailand, Myanmar and Laos

Abstract

The objectives of this study are to analyse Thai fresh fruits market in two countries
(Myanmar and Lao PRD) in the contexts of opportunities, threats, market, and logistics and
supply chain development. The study employs the in-depth survey research based on
characteristics of logistics and supply chain management on four champion Thai fruits
(Durian, Mangosteen, Rambutan and Banana). The preliminary findings showed that the
obstacles of Thai fresh fruit industry in ASEAN market consist of the imperfect market
mechanism, logistics and supply chain management system, national governmental policies,
penetration of foreign traders and ASEAN trade policy. However, changes in consumers’
behavior and market expansion in terms of modern trade chain and niche markets are
regarded as the significant opportunities of Thai traders to Lao PDR and Myanmar. This study
also introduced the important policy relating to agricultural supply chain management for
enhancing the export growth of Thai fresh fruit industry.
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