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Abstract

The Research Project “A New Paradigm of Thai Communication Studies” lasted
three years from July 2009 to July 2012. And, due to the mega-flood crisis in
Thailand, it had a one-year extension from July 2012 to July 2013. This Project has 5
significant objectives. First, it aims to synthesize a body of knowledge about “a new
paradigm of communication studies in Thailand” with a pre-determined scope of
study. Second, its goal is to produce various publications about “a new paradigm of
communication studies in Thailand” whose contents involve theoretical concepts
and research practices in Thai society. Third, the Project enables researchers to build
knowledge in relation to the theme of “a new paradigm in communication studies”.
Fourth, this Project also strengthens a network of researchers who are interested in
the new paradigm of communication studies. Finally, by virtue of a literature review
of previous research projects in the Thai context, this academic Project produces
new knowledge and disseminates a new communication studies paradigm in both
intellectual institutes and other related knowledge-building sectors.

To achieve these goals, the Project proposes and arranges 8 intellectual
activities: (1) a study group, (2) a group discussion about the project administration,
(3) a team production of publications related to the new paradigm, (4) an annual
conference, (5) a special forum for the Project’s members in particular, (6) a
workshop activity, (7) various methods to distribute knowledge outputs, and (8) a
supervisory activity for specific groups or persons on demands.

This Project generates two main findings as follows:

(A) The results concerning knowledge of a new paradigm in communication
studies in the Thai context can be divided into 3 important issues.

1. The Knowledge of “Theoretical Findings” The Project found that
since culture and communication vary case by case, a theory of cultural studies
should be adopted in Thai communication studies research on condition that this
theory needs to be investigated as well as developed further. in addition, in order to
initiate the new paradigm in the academic field of Thai communication studies, the
Project examines commonalities, differences and linkages between this new
paradigm and other old mainstream theoretical frameworks.

2. The Knowledge of “Various Theories in New Media Studies” Whilst
the old paradigm of communication studies examines which particular type of media
has efficiency in communication activities, the new paradigm involves an attribute
analysis of various media in a different communication context. Notably, in the
period when this Project was conducted, new media became popular with its
characteristics getting along with the new paradigm in several ways. Thus, in the
future, the Project suggests a theory building of cultural studies approaches to new
media in particular.



3. The Knowledge about 4 Main Issues Four specific issues that were
chosen in the Project include religious communication, sport communication, health
communication and environmental communication. With a comparison between a
mainstream and a new paradigm of communication studies, the Project reveals how
different a research methodology is applied in a process of problem formation, a
design of research methods, a sampling stage, a data collection, and a data analysis
and synthesis. In this respect, the Project discovered that although in the Thai case,
there are many communication studies research projects concerning these issues,
they are dominated by certain mainstream theoretical perspectives. Therefore, in the
future, the new paradigm will be useful for researchers to elaborate and extend
intellectual views more widely and deliberately.

(B) As for the results about the outputs, the Project enables 71 exclusive
research members from 29 educational institutions to earn knowledge and research
skills involving the new communication studies paradigm. Moreover, the publications
produced by the Project members are comprised of 16 textbooks as well as 74
articles published in various academic journals.
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