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2R4LFILNIN “Our spade is turned”

AURLIL
Isn't it just "obvious" that if one doesn't exclude other possible causes of
increased potency the placebo effect, delusion, environmental factors, differences in

health among the subjects, etc.-one will have failed to isolate the variable of tiger bone's
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effects on the human body? Yes, it's just as obvious as a poke in the eye. Why is it

obvious? Once again, we hit bedrock. As Wittgenstein said, "Our spade is turned."
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bedrock, and my spade is turned. Then | am inclined to say: “This is simply what | do”)
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“A close study of our holy books reveals that the God of Abraham is a

ridiculous fellow-capricious, petulant, and cruel-and one with whom a covenant is little
guarantee of health or happiness. If these are the characteristics of God, then the worst

among us have been created far more in his image than we ever could have hoped.”
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AURLIL
"Apart from logical cogency, there is to me something a little odd about the
ethical valuations of those who think that an omnipotent, omniscient, and benevolent

Deity, after preparing the ground by many millions of years of lifeless nebulae, would
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consider Himself adequately rewarded by the final emergence of Hitler and Stalin and

the H bomb.”
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| think about logical cogency.

| also think about ethical valuations.

| think about oddity of ethical valuations
People have ethical valuations.

People think about God.

God is omnipotent.

God is omniscient.

God is benevolent.
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God prepares the ground (of the universe) from the nebulae.
10. The nebulae are lifeless for many millions of years.

11. Hitler emerges finally.

12. Stalin emerges finally.

13. H Bomb emerges finally.

14. God deserves rewards from his creations.
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Many people appear to believe that ethical truths are culturally contingent in

a way that scientific truths are not. Indeed, this loss of purchase upon ethical truth

seems to be one of the principal shortcomings of secularism.
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Purchase = [uncountable and countable] something you buy, or the act

of buying it
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Our ethical intuitions must have their precursors in the natural world, for

while nature is indeed red in tooth and claw, it is not merely so. Even monkeys will

undergo extraordinary privations to avoid causing harm to another member of their

species. Concern for others was not the invention of any prophet.
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"Apart from logical cogency, there is to me something a little odd about the
ethical valuations of those who think that an omnipotent, omniscient, and benevolent
Deity, after preparing the ground by many millions of years of lifeless nebulae, would
consider Himself adequately rewarded by the final emergence of Hitler and Stalin and

the H bomb."
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The problem of vindicating an omnipotent and omniscient God in the face of

evil (this is traditionally called the problem of theodicy) is insurmountable.
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Saving a drowning child is no more a moral duty than understanding a
syllogism is a logical one. We simply do not need religious ideas to motivate us to live

ethical lives.
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The anthropocentrism that is intrinsic to every faith cannot help appearing

impossibly quaint-and therefore impossible-given what we now know about the natural

world.
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People who believe that the earth is flat are not dissenting geographers;
people who deny that the Holocaust ever occurred are not dissenting historians; people
who think that God created the universe in 4004 BC are not dissenting cosmologists;
and we will see that people who practice barbarisms like "honor killing" are not

dissenting ethicists.
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A little arithmetic reveals, however, that such an object would be as thick as

the known universe.
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AU
The assembled spectators "shrieked with laughter as the animals, howling

with pain, were singed, roasted, and finally carbonized."
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Surely there must come a time when we will acknowledge the obvious:
theology is now little more than a branch of human ignorance. Indeed, it is ignorance

with wings.
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To have watched the World Trade Center absorbing two jet planes, along
with the lives of thousands, and to have felt, above all things, disbelief, suggests some

form of neurological impairment.
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Three million souls can be starved and murdered in the Congo, and our

Argus-eyed media scarcely blink.
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And so, like the relativist, the pragmatist appears to reach a contradiction

before he has even laced his shoes.
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The anthropocentrism that is intrinsic to every faith cannot help appearing

impossibly quaint—and therefore impossible—given what we now know about the

natural world.
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Imagine what it would be like to consult the finest thinkers of antiquity on

questions of basic science
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AURLIL
Even monkeys will undergo extraordinary privations to avoid causing harm

to another member of their species.
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Surely there must come a time when we will acknowledge the obvious: theology is now

little more than a branch of human ignorance. Indeed, it is ignorance with wings.
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The problem, in_philosophical terms, has been one of characterizing just

what sort of "facts" our moral intuitions can be said to track-if, indeed, they track

anything of the kind.
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AURLIL
"Apart from logical cogency, there is to me something a little odd about the
ethical valuations of those who think that an omnipotent, omniscient, and benevolent

Deity, after preparing the ground by many millions of years of lifeless nebulae, would

consider Himself adequately rewarded by the final emergence of Hitler and Stalin and

the H bomb."

auunla

A [ dl A v % U dQ‘ [
“Laniuiiaainany llu@enefunsTnzudn NNQWN@QLLﬂ@ﬂﬂ?&‘?W@’]@@%UW\‘I

1
1 [ =

ndl o a 1 a Q/dla ¥ v A d‘
LﬂEI'Jﬂ‘]_Iﬂqﬁ‘ﬂﬁ‘zLN‘H@m@’]‘l’]’]\‘i@ﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘mﬂl‘ﬂx‘lﬂﬁ‘ﬂq@j‘l/lﬂﬁ')’] V@Q@”Iﬂ‘V]W‘J‘ZL@’ﬂ@Lﬁlﬁ‘ﬁmﬂ’]ﬂﬁ“ﬂ\‘i

q

v
o | = 14

dﬁl o 4 = o | a A J GV ai QI aa dld
HHTUTUUTIATY ) 1.][5]\1LLMIZ\]T’]&NLﬂuLUU')@Wﬁﬁ"ﬂﬂ@Nﬂqsﬁ‘Vlﬂiqﬂ@WﬂZ\NNﬁ]’JL‘] WITLRITNA

v %
o =

anuaany sl Wudwityny waziaaungounii naulazusedastsaniianiilasaanig

a é’ a '8 a a a = % dl
NATUARN ERNLABT AR LL@Z?:?L‘LI@LL’JLﬂﬂﬁlﬂu%’m%@ﬁ"

ansirataziiulainfiasuliindouraslszanu “wezidn” il ludovasne

tsrnauiiflung nnlidauasnasenanlasuilulsslan

A. n3UFunisldias
v 1
Tunsdiuunudaniu fulalinlaeudssTaadfmsdulssTanuanianvse

dselenvanianiiutlsz ol asvielddwiunnseiudandes ads fell e ldiniensydu

Uy wazdresanisvinaandnla
A9

AuIU

Even though there was no shortage of brilliant minds in the ancient world,

they simply lacked the physical and conceptual tools to answer questions of this sort.

Their lack of consensus signified their ignorance of certain physical truths, not that no

such truths exist.
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If there are right and wrong answers to ethical questions, these answers will

be best sought in the living present.
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The assembled spectators "shrieked with laughter as the animals, howling

with pain, were singed, roasted, and finally carbonized."
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AURLIL

The problem of vindicating an omnipotent and omniscient God in the face of
evil (this is traditionally called the problem of theodicy) is insurmountable. Those who
claim to have surmounted it, by recourse to notions of free will and other incoherencies,

have merely heaped bad philosophy onto bad ethics.
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AURLIL
As to the bomb's location, he will say nothing except that the site was

chosen produce the maximum loss of life.
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AURLIL

Bertrand Russell got here first: "Apart from logical cogency, there is to me
something a little odd about the ethical valuations of those who think that an omnipotent,
omniscient, and benevolent Deity, after preparing the ground by many millions of years
of lifeless nebulae, would consider Himself adequately rewarded by the final emergence

of Hitler and Stalin and the H bomb."
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If certain people can't see the unique wisdom and sanctity of my religion, if

their hearts are so beclouded by sin, what concem is it of mine if others mistreat them?
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A more thorough argument along these lines has been relegated to a long
endnote, so as not to kill the general reader with boredom.
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