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Abstract

This research is aimed to study the household economy of artisanal
fishermen in Pak Phanang River Basin in Pak Phanang District, Nakon Si Thammarat, as
well as the problems and economic impacts on artisanal fishing communities from
the Utokvibhatprasit Irrigation Gate management. The purpose is to stimulate
community awareness and cooperation for developmental approaches and pertinent
solutions. The research instruments consist of participatory action research, area
surveys, questionnaires, interviews, focus group, and participant observation. Sample
groups include 301 artisanal fishing households, 5 local leaders, and 38 folk scholars

and community leaders.

The findings reveal that 74.08 percent of the sample households have
earmned their living by fishing for more than 10 years, 95.35 percent mainly fish for
household consumption. Because of insufficient income, 89.70 percent have to do
extra work to supplement their ordinary income. While the average household loan
debts for investment and education from Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives, relatives, and village funds are 36,846.67; 10,707.64 and 8,108.33 baht
respectively, only 10.30 percent are likely to pay their debts by the due date. Most
of them do not have any savings (66.45%), and those who have (25.91%) can save
less than 1,000 baht a month.

After the building of the Utokvibhatprasit Irrigation Gate, there is an
increase in the overall household expenses (72.09%) and debts (44.19%), yet a
decrease in their savings (40.86%). Due to a decline in aquatic animals’ species
(82.06%), the catch rate (81.39%), and the size of the catches (70.76%), apart from
the rising cost of fishing (52.49%), most of the artisanal fishermen (84.72%) feel
insecure in their occupation. Only 15.62 percent intend to pursue the career. There
is also a great impact on the household expenses (4.22), food (4.07), debts (3.93),
income (3.64), environment (3.62), and water supply (3.51) respectively. Other
aspects regarding culture (3.35), health (3.31), household happiness (3.28), indigenous
knowledge (3.28), property (3.23), and savings (3.15) are mildly affected, though.

To deal with the current problems and impacts constantly and
effectively, an integrated approach should be put to use by government sectors. For
career development and increase of household income, a mobile unit for public
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services should be available to maintain mutual understanding between government
and public sectors. Most of the artisanal fishermen (40.86%) still want the Royal
Irrigation Department to be in charge of solving the problems from the barrage
management and even offer their cooperation and opinions (80.40%). Nevertheless,
61.13 percent are not satisfied with the operation of the Royal Irrigation Department
for their negligence of the problems and the lack of communication with the

community.

Keywords: household economy, artisanal fishing community, Pak Phanang River Basin,

economic impact
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