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The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Architect (APEC Architect) framework for
international practice among APEC countries has a strong impact on the practice mode! in
Thailand (as Host country), and APEC Architects in collaboration with local architects (as service
providers to the Host country), in accordance with the Local Collaboration model selected by the
Architect Council of Thailand (ACT).

As the ACT is setting up detailed guidelines for establishing the suitable practice model
based on the said Local Collaboration model, this research will try to cover all the important
aspects in establishing such practice model so as to supplement the ACT’s work.

The objectives of this research are to study and propose an initial model of the suitable
practice to be implemented by APEC Architects working under the required collaboration with
local architects. Information was gathered from two sources. First, primary data was collected
from comprehensive interviews and guestionnaires. Additionally, secondary data was obtained
from local and international introductory researches and literature. The samples of the research
were selected by means of purposive sampling, divided into five groups: 1) Committee and
personnel relating to the field of trade and service liberalization, 2) Committee of the Architect
Council of Thailand (ACT), 3) Members of Association of Siamese Architects under Royal
Patronage (ASA), 4) Academic professionals (ACADEMIC), 5) Thai architects and architectural-
related professionals (ARCHITECT). The sample size totaled 326 participants.

The research has found that a majority of the participants does not possess nor have an
access to sufficient and accurate information to such an extent that they may issue an educated
opinion on the details regarding Local Collaboration procedures and code of practice that are
suitable and will produce optimal benefits to Thailand.

However, the general participants envision advantages from Local Collaboration model
in three levels: 1) Individual Architect level, 2) Architect Professional Circle level, 3) National level.

With respect to ‘scale of project’, the general participants seem to indicate that initially
APEC architects should be permitted to only engage in large-scale and high-technological
buildings (10,000 sg. m. upwards). As for ‘scope of collaboration’, both APEC architects and
local counterparts should be allowed to participate in every stage of project design, with a
suitable contribution ratio. Finally, as to ‘foreign-architect restriction strategy’, it was opined that
the number of APEC architects permitied per year, and per office should be determined, as well
as maximum foreign shareholding limit in Thai architectural firms.

In conclusion, the adoption of APEC Architect project via the Local Collaboration model
is considered to be beneficial to Thailand, but should be implemented on GATS Progressive
Liberalization (i.e. step-by-step) basis. Properly implemented, it is expected to help foster major
learning development with respect to Thai architects’ professional practices, knowledge and
technology exchange between Thai and APEC architects, accumulation of modern technological
skills, profession-related laws, environment-concerned standard , communication skills, and
increased expertise of Thai architects so as to compete favourably and sustainably at an
international level in accordance with the equality-of-opportunity doctrine and ideal Trade and
Service liberalization.





