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As it is difficult to make legal amendments due to the many steps and revisions required in the
process of law enactment and the unmodified standard to correspond with the changing technology,
coupled with the discrepancy between the law and the standard, the Department of the Public Works
and the Department of Town and Country Planning through the Office of Building Check and Control, a
work unit responsible for setting up standards for life and property safety supervision related to building
construction in any area of Thailand, has proposed the adjustment of building control management
according to the Building Control Law. They aim to do this by improving the building control level
hierarchy, compiling management data and technical data in the form of “The Bylaw Building Code or
Building Code”. However, since Thailand has never made a bylaw building code before, it is necessary,
in doing so, to understand the meaning, principle and enforcement of the bylaw building code in the
countries where they have previously used this type of code such as the USA, Australia, India, and the
UK, in order to find the concepts concerning the principle and enforcement of the such a code suitable
for Thailand.

The purpose of this research is to do a comparative study of the strengths and weaknesses of the
bylaw building code principles and enforcement in the case study countries where such code has been
practiced. It also intends to find the concepts concerning the principles and enforcement of the code
suitable for Thailand, in order to make suggestions on how to improve the building control law for
Thailand.

The research method is as follows: two structured interview forms to collect data in two rounds
were drawn up. The sampling group comprised five people who have been involved in setting up the
bylaw building code as representatives in considering the principles and enforcement of the code. In
the first round, an interview on the understanding of the bylaw building code of the four countries was
performed, while in the second round, an interview into the opinions related to the bylaw building code
suitable for Thailand was carried out.

The issues identified in the drawing up of the bylaw building code for Thailand are as follows: for
law enactment, the issuance of the bylaw building code and its enforcement are of two types - (i) those
of Building Code ,and (ii) those of Building Regulation. The type of old laws in Thailand are those of
Building Regulation. Hence, it is necessary to consider the issues of the meaning of the bylaw building
code, enforcement scope, standard, quality characteristics of the bylaw building code, work units and
law enactment procedure, in order to have the bylaw building code, the Building Code type, with a few
but effective factors for improvement.

As for the issue of enforcement, because of the principles of the issuance of the bylaw building
code, the degree of the intensity of its enforcement varies. Nevertheless, when the Building Code is
incorporated into legal amendments, more steps and more supporting units are created such as a unit of
materials and methods of construction, a unit responsible for checking and certifying the blueprint, and
including a unit for checking and overseeing the construction.





