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“Adaptive reuse” is a method of urban rehabilitation by retrieving old structures and declining urban
areas such as industrial areas, commercial areas, or residential areas that are outmoded and unused. Physical
condition development and function changing to the new use make these areas fit to the contemporary need and
motivate some activities to those areas. Accordingly, the important conditions to restore the old commercial district
in riverfront area are to conserve the identity of place with in the suitable function, and to encourage the dynamic
activities in public space. For Bangkok, especially in the old city inner area, there are many places as mentioned

- that are eligible to restore, but there has never been any adaptive reuse method in the development process.
Moreover, adaptive reuse normally implements in architectural level but not find in district level. This research,
therefore, seeks to study the criteria to rehabilitate the old commercial and warehouse district in riverfront area
through the case study of Song Wat district. Site surveying and collecting data were used as the reseafch
methodologies. Later, compiling of building physicai criteria and space physical criteria for evaluation were used
together with problem and potential analysis for adaptive reuse and rehabilitation.

The results reveal that elements which reflect to Song Wat district are the characteristic of logistic
trail by the river in the past, the row house that was use as warehouse along Song Wat road, activities that relate to
culture and tradition, Chinese belief, and valuable places in the district. These are important criteria to consider for
adaptive reuse. It is also found that population and commercial activities have also been decreased. The space
has not been used in its full potential, so some areas are still abandoned.

In addition to the findings, the element of place and architectural criteria are not the only conditions
for adaptive reuse, but adding dynamics in places is also important to restore Song Wat district back to the new
live. In order to stimulate and encourage the dynamics in place, the following strategies are needed; the design for
ﬂexib'lé use, density of activities, transportation network, and area improving for use and environment. The study
needs to be conducted under the condition of financial feasibility, investment, land ownership, and user's

requirement for the implementation. This would eventually lead to another areas that are the same potential.





