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ABSTRACT

This research concerning the shadow play in Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho
Pratabchang District, Phichit Province, aimed to 1) study the history of the community in
Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang District, Phichit Province; 2) study the patterns of
the shadow play in Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang District, Phichit Province; and
3) study the roles that the shadow play had in the community in Phai Rob Sub-district,
Pho Pratabchang District, Phichit Province. This study was a qualitative research, and
the data were presented by means of descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed the following:

For its history, the shadow play in Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang
District, Phichit Province, was originated from the shadow play in Phetchaburi Province
and brought along as a cultural heritage by the Thai Song Dam people who emigrated
from Phetchaburi Province to Phai Rob Sub-district. For its patterns, the shadow play in
Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang District, Phic_hit Province, was a contemporary
performance designed and developed to suit the social conditions and ways of life. The

' pe'rf_o_rmance process consisted of preparing the screen and stage, preparing the
shadow puppets, preparing the musical instruments, paying tribute to the performance

gurus (Wai Khru), and processing the story. For its roles, the shadow play in Phai Rob



Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang District, Phichit Province, played'a role in the community's
entertainment, education and local art and culture preservation.

The shadow play in Phai Rob Sub-district, Pho Pratabchang District, Phichit
Province, was a valuable folk performance integrating various aspects of arts: the art of
crafting the shadow puppets, the art of script writing, the art of performing the shadow
puppets, and the art of oral interpretation of the scripts. In addition, the stories of the

shadow play were entertaining, engaging and morally didactic.



