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ABSTRACT TE140731

Making art objects available tc communities is among the ways to enhance art
conscience to the Thai society, and the widely dispersed art galleries in Bangkok are
perhaps a good altemative. Public commercial buildings, which accommodate the
displaying of art objects, can be found throughout Bangkok. However, such activities
inside commercial buildings are constrained by proper design of interior spaces, which
are rarely correspond with users' behavior. This research attempts to explore the spatial
and ambient design vis-a-vis users’ behavior to reach an appropriate solution of
environmental design for art galleries.

The theoretical framework of this study bases on the assumptions, theories,
and previous researches relating to the spatial, behavioral, functional, and
psychological aspects of the ambient envircnment regarding art exhibition. A POE
approach, integrating questionnaire survey to measure users' perception against the
physical settings, is designed to derive the preferred ambient environment, spatial
configuration, and need of space for art galleries. A sample survey of 225 gallery clients
at 18 different galleries on the perception of display methods, size of the display
element and other ambient environment is conducted to compare with the actual
observed built environments. A multivariate statistic method is applied to relate
questionnaire data with the buiit forms on both spatial and ambient aspects to reach a

set of design criteria.

The study found that perception and satisfaction of users highlgf éepend on the
contextual environment and building envelope. For instance, most respondents perceive
that shop-house art galleries are more spacious than those inside public commercial
buildings. Spatially, the interior functions can be categorized into three groups—ihe
service area, the exhibition area and the administrative area. The service and
administrative areas should be located next to each other on the lower level, while the
exhibition area can be isolated on the upper levels of the buildings.

Design principies regarding preferred size, spatial configurations, circulation
routing, and other ambient environment such as lighting, color, and ambient acoustic

and temperature are also suggested for future usage.





