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Abstract

The objective of this research was studying and developing water-based drilling fluid by
using natural rubber latex as an additive. The objective was achieved by adding 1, 3 and 5 percent
of natural rubber latex to bentonite mud. These fluids were then tested their rheological properties
at 30, 45, 60 and 80°C using Bingham-Plastic and Power-Law model for comparison purposes. The
filtration properties and pH of the natural rubber latex containing mud were also tested. The study
of filtration control in this research was in a laboratory scale and the tests were conducted followed
the API RP 13B. The test results indicated that the natural rubber latex containing mud exhibited
pseudoplastic flow. The apparent viscosity, plastic viscosity, yield point and gel strength of natural
rubber latex containing mud increased with increasing of natural rubber latex concentration and
these rheological properties were also increased after the natural rubber latex containing mud was
heated up, except plastic viscosity that showed a slightly decreased. The API fluid loss values of
natural rubber latex containing mud indicated a better fluid loss control properties at 3 and 5 percent
natural rubber latex concentration compared to the base bentonite mud about 5 and 10 percent
improvement. Moreover, the natural rubber latex containing mud showed insignificant increasing
in the filtration preventing properties after elevated tested temperature to 80°C about 10 to 15
percent improvement without thermal degradation and corrosive problems. Result from price
comparison study indicated that the natural rubber latex was also cheaper than other additives.
Therefore, the natural rubber latex is suitable to use as an additive for improving the rheological and

filtration control properties of the drilling mud.



