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The Royal Ground: A Case of Civic Space in Bangkok
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“The Royal Ground: A Case of Civic Space in Bangkok” is an exploratory research. The
first part of this research examines the definition and its several typology of “civic space”,
following with a historical review of the Royal Ground (or Sanam Luang). The Royal Ground is
recognized as a public open space serving Thai people for over two hundred and twenty years
and has been used for different purposes for many types of occasions as a city “plaza”,
including as a venue for public forum and for mass gathering for civic activities in major bloody
citizen insurgency in Thailand's political history. The historical overview of the Royal Ground
demonstrates the emerging civic functions of the site and its socio-spatial transformation from a
“royal” (luang) space to a “government” (rath) space, to a “civic" (raad) space or space of
citizenship.

The second part of this research is an opinion survey about the functional use of the
Royal Ground and a survey on “civic space and the direction for community and urban
development”. The study reveals that the availability of civic space is very crucial for livable
community/city. There is no absolute form of civic space. Such space can be public or privately-
owned space, formal or non-formal (recreational) space. Provision of civic space can either be
done by public sectors or locally initiated by people (or private sectors), or both.

The research findings shows that the Royal Ground has public image as a historical,
cultural. and political space, and an open public space that creates a unique characteristic for
Bangkok. Partly, the Royal Ground acquires an image of a place that encourages public
engagement in public events, one of strategic locations for citizen insurgent activities, and one

of political landmark.



