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The objective of this research is to analyze the fundamental philosophy
of education of John Dewey and Theravada Buddhism to verify some
educators’ belief that these two schools of educational philosophy are
congruent.

The research findings reveal that regarding the fundamental
philosophy, Dewey believes in the relative truth, knowledge, and values that
are always dynamic, shifting and not absolute or constant. The world and
human society are forever changing and nothing remains permanent. Buddhist
philosophy of education, however, believes in the absolute truth, knowledge
and values. Although the world, living things and all elements are governed by
the concept of impermanence (Amicca), there are certain truths that remain
forever absolute, permanent and lasting.

Regarding the philosophy of education, the research found that since
Dewey believes in the fundamental philosophy of relative truth that alters with
the changing conditions and factors in the environment of social life and
society, education is, therefore, not constant but changeable. For this reason,
Dewey’s development process for learners focuses on providing appropriate
tools and access to knowledge rather than on its contents. For Dewey, education
is a learner-centered process that must be provided according to the significant
attributes of the learners such as their interests and aptitudes. On the other
hand, Buddhist philosophy of education believes in an absolute truth (Sacca
Dhamma) and its development process for learners is geared toward the
attainment of such truth. Education for Buddhism, thus, focuses on the absolute
truth or wisdom.

In summary, the research found that the philosophy of education of
John Dewey and Buddhism are not the same because they are based on
different fundamental philosophy. With emphasis on relative truth, Dewey’s
goal of education is to prepare children to live in a changing, non-lasting and
impermanent world where there are no absolutes to depend upon. With
emphasis on absolute and permanent truth (Sacca Dhamma) that will guide men
to true peace and happiness, the goal of education in Buddhism is a means to
achieve to these ends. These findings disprove the belief that the philosophy of
education of John Dewey and Theravada Buddhism are congruent.
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