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Areas of the Maetakhrai National Park, Mae Tha

Sub-district, Mae On District, Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract 2 4 5 4 9 2

The main purposes of this research, namely, “People participation in the National Park
Preparation Areas of the Mae Trakrai National Park, Mae Trakrai Sub-district, Mae On District,
Chiang Mai Province”, were to study 1) the knowledge and understanding levels of the people in
Mae Trakrai sub-district on the management process of the national park preparation areas, 2) the
people’s and stakeholders’ participation level in the management process of the national park
preparation areas, and 3) analyze and recommend the operational and policy-making guidelines
for the Government to provide opportunities for the people’s participation in the management

process of the national park preparation areas.

The researcher integrated qualitative and quantitative research techniques to conduct
this study by analyzing documentary data from related concepts, theories and researches in order
to develop its conceptual framework. The population of this study consisted of 2 groups. Those
were the people living in the sub-district, who were sampled, and the key informants comprising
of community leaders, tourists, shop owners, local administration organization’s members, and
government officials working in the areas. The data were collected by the use of a set of
questionnaires, community analyses, and formal and informal interviews. The collected data
were, then, analyzed by using frequency distribution, percentage, arithmetic means and standard
deviation. The data from open-ended questions were grouped and descriptively analyzed relating

to the research objectives and framework.
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The results of this study were as follows. Most of the samples were males, aged
between 40-50 years old with mostly primary educational qualification, and engaged in
agriculture with income about 30,001 baht annually. The samples lived in the national park
preparation area, and fairly understood the national park preparation establishment process, but
had most knowledge about the state operation. They needed at the highest degree to participate in
the natural resource management in the preparation area. However, the samples stated that they
had a low degree of participation in natural resource management and benefit sharing in the area

at the current stage, particularly, the merchandise area management.

The key informants, who were the national park officials stated that they openly let the
local people involve in the natural resource management in the national park preparation area at
the highest degree, as well as in the natural resource conservation and benefit sharing
management. There were 4 factors affecting the levels of knowledge and understanding in the
national park establishment process. Those were sex, educational qualifications and income. The
factors that did not affect such levels were age, occupation and living period. Based on this study,
a number of recommendations for the Government were made at the policy-making and

operational levels for conducting the Maetakrai national park preparation area.
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