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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of
farmers who had done rice farming in Mueang Ang Thong District, Ang Thong Province; (2)
to study their satisfaction in the income farmer assurance project; and (3) to study their
problems and suggestions on the project.

The population in this study was the farmers who had done rice farming and
participated in the income farmer assurance project in 2010/2011, Round 2 in Mueang Ang
Thong District, Ang Thong Province. The 140 samples in this study were selected by using
simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by interviewing these
samples. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were
female. Their average age was 51.65 years. They were educated at primary level. The
members of their family averaged 4.58 persons. They were a member of a farmer group and a
client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operative. The average period of their
experience in doing rice farming was 14.17 years. They were known about the income farmer
assurance project from agricultural extension officials at much level. The labor in their family
who worked in their agricultural sections averaged 2.42 persons, while their employed labor
averaged 1.87 persons. The size of the area used for doing their rice farming which was
mostly rented averaged 34.89 Rai. Their rice productivity averaged 26.47 tons. The selling
price of their rice averaged 8,649.29 Baht/ton. The cost of their rice production averaged
4,052.86 Baht/Rai. Their total income obtaining from their rice production averaged
226,857.10 Baht. Their occupation was a farmer and a merchant. Their income obtaining
from agricultural sections and non-agricultural sections averaged 238,478.57 Baht/year and
76,205.88 Baht/year respectively. And they took out loans from the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Co-Operative to be their capital in doing rice farming. (2) the studied farmers
were satisfied with the income farmer assurance project in the procedures of participating in
the project at much level, and they were satisfied with the profits they gained at medium level.
And (3) the studied farmers had problems with the procedures of participating in the project
in the aspect of registering, signing a contract, and the operation of the project officials at
medium level. They suggested that the rules and regulations should have been clearly
specified, the farmer database should have been set, and the services and the public relations
should have been operated efficiently and should have complied with the rules correctly.

Keywords : Satisfaction , Income Farmer Assurance Project , Rice Farmer , Ang Thong
Province
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