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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic status of
sub-district soil improvement volunteers; (2) factors affecting roles of sub-district soil
improvement volunteers; and (3) problems and suggestions on factors affecting roles of
district soil improvement volunteers.

The population in this study were district soil improvement volunteers in all
districts of Nakhon Phanom Province, accounting of 98 persons. The data were collected
by using an interview form from all of population. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value,
standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the sub-district soil
improvement volunteers were male. They were educated at higher secondary/lower
vocational certificate level. Their occupation was a farmer. They were a member of a
farmer group. Their average age was 54.66 years old. The average number of members of
their family was 3.06 persons. The average number of labor in their family was 3.06
persons. Their average occupied area was 19.99 Rai, while their average area used in
agriculture was 19.80 Rai. Their average income obtaining from agriculture was
34,816.33 Baht/year, while the average expenditure of their family was 24,929.08
Baht/year. (2) Factors affecting the roles of sub-district soil improvement volunteers
were training, working with government officials, production and utilization of
substances of Land Development Department, services and supports by Land
Development Department, networking of soil improvement volunteers, benefits of being
soil improvement volunteers. (3) The sub-district soil improvement volunteers had much
problems in the insufficient quantity of PD. 1,2 and PD. 7 which were supplied by the
Land Development Department, so it could not meet demand of farmers. The soil
improvement volunteers suggested that the supply of PD. 1,2 and PD. 7 should have been
increased.

Keywords: Soil improvement volunteer roles, Nakhon Phanom Province
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