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Abstract

The objectives were to study (1) social and economic of farmers; (2) knowledge
and understanding of farmers in cassava mealybug protection; (3) factors relating to cassava
mealy bug protection of farmers; and (4) problems and suggestions of farmers on the cassava
mealy bug protection.

The population in this study were farmers who registered growers of cassava in
2554/55 and members of the Pest Management Community Center in 9 sub-districts under
Nong Bun Mak District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province in 2011/2012 with amount of 270
farmers. The samples were selected from these farmers by using Taro Yamane’s Formula,
162 persons were selected by using multi-stage sampling. Data was collected by using
interviewed questionnaire. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value, maximum value; and
multiple regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers were male,
with average age at 45.19 years. The average number of family members was 4.53 persons.
The average duration of their experience in planting cassavas was 20.12 years. The average
number of the labor in their family was 3.03 persons. The average size of their area planting
cassava was 27.28 Rai. Their average income from cassava was 7,654.60 Baht/rai. (2) Most
of the farmers had knowledge and understanding about pieces of cassava were soaked before
planting and selected strong pieces of cassava without any plant disease or insect. They got
the knowledge from the extension workers of district/provincial agriculture office, and from
instruction manuals. (3) Considering factors related to their cassava protection from mealy
bug, it was found that the profit they had got from protecting their cassavas from mealy bug,
the experience in cassava planting and the level of education were related to their cassava
protection from mealy bug, while the age, their being a member of a farmer group, the
knowledge and understanding of the cassava protection from mealy bug, the size of their
cassava planting area, the number of the family labor, the income from cassava and their
cassava production were not related. (4) Most of farmers had problems about insufficient
chemical substances which were delivered to them, the process of protecting their cassava
from Mealybug consumed too much time, and the public relations did not reach the farmers
directly. They suggested that the farmers who were officially registered as the ones who had
planted cassavas should have had the privilege of being supplied with the chemical
substances, the process of protecting their cassava from mealy bug should have been easy to
understand and actually practiced, and the public relations should have reached the target
groups directly.

Keywords: Factors relating to mealy bug protection, Cassava, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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