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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) biographical data, economic
and social factors of farmers, 2) vetiver grass utilization for soil and water
conservation by farmers, 3) knowledge factors and opinions toward utilization of
vetiver grass for soil and water conservation by farmers, and 4) problems and
recommendations for utilization of vetiver grass for soil and water conservation by
farmers.

The population in this study composed of 155 farmers who applied to receive
vetiver grass from the Soil Development Station in Saraburi Province, according to
the name list in the fiscal year 2010. The data were collected from all of population
by using an interview questionnaire. The statistical methods were frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value, maximum value and ranking.

Results of the study were showed as follows: 1) Most of farmers were male
with the average age at 52.51 years. They completed education at primary level.
Agriculture was their main occupation and there were 2 persons as their household
labor. Their average annual income from agricultural occupation was 86,251.61 baht.
The average owned farm land was 11.18 rai. They were members of the farmer
group. Personal media that provided them with vetiver grass information was soil
improvement volunteer whereas mass media that updated them with vetiver grass
information was television. 2) The reason for planting vetiver grass was to prevent
soil erosion. Planting area was around water sources. The average number of vetiver
grass plant provided by the Soil Development Station in Saraburi Province was
4,007.74 young plants for each person. The average survival rate was 66.52 percent.
Most farmers planted vetiver grass in rainy season. 3) In terms of vetiver grass
knowledge for soil and water conservation, the topic that farmers knew best was
“planting vetiver grass for soil and water conservation was quite simple method which
farmers could do by themselves”. Their overall opinions toward planting vetiver
grass and official operations were at high level. 4) Recommendations by farmers
were to supply vetiver grass as sufficiency to farmers’ needs, and organized study
visits to learn more about utilization of vetiver grass for soil and water conservation.
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