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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study: 1) economic and social status of
farmers in Kamphaeng Phet Province; 2) farmers’ opinions on the in-season rice crop
insurance project; 3) farmers’ satisfaction of the in-season rice crop insurance project; 4)
farmers’ needs for the in-season rice crop insurance project; and 5) to study their problems
and suggestions on the in-season rice crop insurance project.

The population in this study was all 141 farmers who had done in-season rice
farming in 7 districts of Kamphaeng Phet Province and participated in the in-season rice crop
insurance project, and 141 general farmers in Kamphaeng Phet Province who did not
participate in the project selected by using simple random sampling methodology. The data
were collected by interviewing them using interview forms. The statistical methodology used
to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, maximum value, and minimum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the studied farmers who
participated in the in-season rice crop insurance project and the ones who did not were male.
The average age of the farmers who participated in the project and the ones who did not was
47.18 years and 45.40 years respectively. They were educated at lower primary level. Most of
them had no social position. Their subordinate occupation was an employed worker who
worked in agricultural sections. Their average income was different. Most of them were a
client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operative. The average size of their
own area used for doing farming was 36.74 Rai and 28.46 Rai respectively. Most of their rice
fields used to be flooded and they had already been given relief by the government. 2)
considering the opinions of most of the studied farmers in both groups on the in-season rice
crop insurance project, it was found that they agreed, at medium level, with its criteria and
operation. 3) the studied farmers who participated in the project were satisfied with the
project operation at medium level in all aspects, except in the aspect of the compensation
payment which they were satisfied with at a little level because it was usually paid late.4) the
farmers in both groups required that the project should have been operated as it had been, the
knowledge about the spread of plant diseases and pests and agricultural news/information
should have been transferred to them through mass media, such as TV media more, including
the rice crop insurance policies should have been able to buy more easily through more
various channels. And 5) most of the studied farmers had problems, at medium level, in the
aspect of the in-season rice crop insurance project. Most of them suggested that the
compensation payment should have been paid them earlier to be in time for any situation so
that they would be more assured of any government project that it could solve their problems
in time.

Keywords: Opinions, Rice Crop Assurance Project, In-season rice,Kamphaeng Phet
Province
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