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53602377 : MAJOR : ENTREPRENEURSHIP
KEY WORDS : PRAWN FARMING/ GIANT FRESHWATER PRAWN

SOPON SRATONGMA : DYNAMICS OF THE EXISTENCE OF GIANT
FRESHWATER PRAWN FARMERS, KAMPHAENGSAEN DISTRICT, NAKHON PATHOM
PROVINCE, IN THE TRADING SYSTEM. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.PITAK SIRIWONG,
Ph.D. 92 pp.

This research aims to investigate the life of giant freshwater prawn farmers. It
exploredthe factorsaffectingtheir existence, problems, and barriers, as well as solutions to the
problems faced by the farmers in farming giant freshwater prawns inKamphaengSaendistrict
inNakhonPathom province. This is a qualitative study using a phenomenological approach.
The researcher collected data by document analysisand in-depth interviews of those who had
over ten-year experience in giant freshwater prawn farming. It was found that the life span of
the farmers could be divided into three stages. The first stage was the pre-career life when
they led a simple life of rice farmers, hired farm hands, and then started to recognize the
potential profitability of giant freshwater prawn farming.The next stage was when they started
on farming as a livelihood. In this stage, they applied three models of farming: traditional
farming, extended farming and development farming. The last stage of their existence is a
mixed farming model characterized by a combination of giant freshwater prawns and white
leg shrimp in a single farm. The study also found that the factors affecting their existence
were the earnings adequate for the family, the ability to simultaneously do other rewarding
works, the similarity in a profession shared by relatives, the passing on the profession from
generation to generation. The problems faced by the farmers were the climate change, and
the spread of disease. The researcher found that the farmers learned on their own instead of
seeking formal training on the subject, that they wished to expand their farming areas, and
that the economic changes do not affect the culture of freshwater prawn farming.
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