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Pakklong-talad in Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok, is a big market for the trading
of agricultural producis at both retail and wholeséle levels. Situated by the Chaopraya
River in Koh Rattanakosin (Rattanakosin island), the market is in an area of historical
importance and itself has an established identity as a unique central market since 1953.
However, many problems have also arisen due to its limited space, particularly the
traffic problem caused by the commercial activities and transporting of the products to
and out of the area. Concerned government authorities have tried to set up plans, in
order to solve the overall problem of the area, such as curbing down some kind of
commercial activities or moving the market out entirely. Still, there is no specific

management plan nor implementation in action.

The objective of this research was to study the existing physical condition,
commercial activities, traffic preblem and policy of the government with regards to
Pakklong-talad area. The study sought to find out the correlations between commercial
activities and transportation methods. Such findings would lead to the estimation of
traffic volume generated by the existing commercial activities. Consequently, a plan for
the provision of sufficient parking space and appropriate traffic management as well as
a policy concerning the commercial activities within the area, which would be in line with
the concerned government policy,_could be established.

Data collection used in the research was collected through a questionnaire
survey conducted with a sample of 150 sellers and 150 buyers in the study area that

_consisted of 5 sub-areas, namely, Ong-karn Market, Yodpiman Mar :et, Song-serm-



TE 146645

kaset-thai Market, Sapan-put Market (Empire Market), and the area around Suan-kulab
school. Two sampling techniques were used: systematic sampling in the seller group;
and accidental sampling in the buyer group.

The study finds that most sellers and buyers lived within Bangkok and its
vincinity. Travel times are mostly short. Market activities continued all days with 2 peak
periods - 4-8 a.m. for fruit and vegetable products and 4-9 p.m. for flowers products.
In-coming products were transborted mostly by private vehicles whereas buyers relied
more on public vehicles in transporting their purchase to final destinations. It was found
that the traffic generated by the market activities accounted for only a small fraction of
the overall traffic volume within the area. The existing bad traffic congestion particularly
during the city morning and evening rush hours appeared to be caused by the large
volumes of through traffic. However, unruly side-walk commercial activities, parking
maneuvering on the streets and the lack of adequate off-street parking space definitely
worsened the congestion problem.

This study thus recommended 4 major measures: provision of better organized
space for street venders while providing better visibility and access for stalls within the
formal markets; prohibition of on-street parking on all major streets and strict
enforcement of such regulations; provision of more off-street parking space both in

multi-storey parking structure and on the ground; and rearrangement of traffic circulation

that will result in better traffic flow.





