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KITTIKA  CHOOPHOL : NAMES OF FISHING BOATS IN SAMUT SONGKHRAM
PROVINCE : AN ETHNOSEMANTIC STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.SOMCHAI
SUMNIENGNGAM, Ph.D. . 177 pp.

The purpose of this research is to analyze names of fishing boats in Samutsongkhram
province with regard to haming methods, sources and meanings, and beliefs and values. The data
are 350 names collected from interviews.

The results of the study are as follows. Names of fishing boats in Samutsongkhram
province are composed of two to seven syllables, four-syllable names are of most frequency. There
are 4 kinds of combinations in fishing boats naming: word-word combination, word-number
combination, abbreviation-word combination, and abbreviation-word-number combination, the
second kind of which is the most frequent combination

In terms of sources and meanings, names of fishing boats can be categorized into 16
groups: relationship to other fishing boats, numeral order, background of owners, people involved
with owners, beliefs, virtue, boats and their potential, prosperity, victory, nature, treasure, skillfulness,
Thailand, birth, stability and safety and greatness. Among these groups, names in the first group
appear most frequently. In addition, names of fishing boats may consist of one up to five groups of
sources and meanings, most of them consist of two groups of sources and meanings.

The above findings show a lot of beliefs and values of Thai people: luck, numbers,
auspiciousness, religion and holy spirits, importance of family, self-pride, importance of fishing
career, and prosperity, victory and wealth.
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