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KEY WORD : PHITHEN/PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM

TAWEEPORN JUNLAWAN : A PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM OF PHITHEN DIALECT
TAMBON PHITHEN, THUNG YANG DAENG DISTRICT, PATTANI PROVINCE. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SUWATTANA LIAMPRAWAT. 184 pp.

This thesis aims to study the phonological system of Phithen Dialect in Tambon
Phithen, Thung yang daeng District, Pattani Province. Data for the analysis are interviews with
informants based on a set of basic words in their dialect. The consonants, vowels, tones and syllable
structure are analyzed based on the minimal pair method and Wiliam J. Gedney’s tone box.
Subsequently, tones and syllable structure are analyzed and compared with the phonological
system of the Tak-Bai Language. Sa-kom Language and southern dialect (Pattaniy.

The results indicate that in Phithen Dialect in Tambon Phithen, Thung yang daeng
District, Pattani Province, there are 22 consonant phonemes occurring at an initial position, 14
consonant clusters and 9 consonant phonemes occurring at final position. With respect to the
vowels, there are 18 monothongs, 3 diphthongs. Furthermore, 6 tones with three — way split are
found. Regarding the structure of words, there are 5 patterns : monosyllabic, disyllabic, trisyllabic,
tetrasyllabic and pentasyllabic. A comparison of Phithen Dialect in Tambon Phithen, Thung Yang
Daeng District, Pattani Province with Tak-Bai Language indicates that it is not a sub-dialect of
TakK Bai. Sa-kom Language and southern dialect (Pattani.
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