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The objectives of this study are to examine speech acts and language strategies
of persuasion used in electioneering posters of the election in 2011, and to study association
between speech acts and language strategies of persuasion. The data were collected from
150 items of electioneering posters containing a total of 180 utterances. Searle’s theory of
speech acts was used as a guideline in identifying five illocutionary acts: assertives,
directives, commissives, expressives and declaratives. In addition, Kanokphan
Khamwongpin's language strategies framework was adopted to study the relationship
between speech acts and language strategies. Speech acts found in the findings were
grouped under four illocutionary acts: commissives, directives, assertive and expressives.
The three speech acts most frequently found were the speech act of promising, request and
persuasion. For the language strategies, twelve language strategies of persuasion were
found. The finding revealed all six strategies as presented in the research framework: rewards
appeal, language of solidarity, candidate’s profiles, the party’s campaign, asking for chance
and slogan. Additional six strategies found included intensification, idioms, suggestion and
caution, humorous appeal, emotional appeal and altruism. The three language strategies
most frequently found were rewards appeal, the party’s campaign and asking for chance. The
frequencies and the use of each strategy were found to be related to certain types of speech

acts.
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