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SUDAPORN KHIEW-NGAMDEE : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF SUKHAVATIVYUHA
SUTRA. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. SAMNIANG LEURMSAI, Ph.D.. 300 pp.

This thesis aims to analytically study an important sdtra in the Pure Land Sect in
Mahayana Buddhism. It is Sukhavativydha Satra which was composed in Sanskrit, and to
comparatively study with the Tripitaka.

This thesis begins with the primary way of the early Buddhism and the subsequent
changes which led to the principles of Mahayana established as the various schools such as
the Pure Land School in which there are four principal Satras of this school : Sukhavativyiha
Satra, Smaller Sukhavativyiha Sdtra, Amitayurdhyana Sitra and Amitayusatropadesa

From the study, It is found that : The Sukhavativydha Sitra consists of the views
on the Paramitas, the Buddhas, the Bodhisattvas, the Cakravala and the Visudhi Bhami, the
worship of Amitabha, the Mahapranidhana and Sukhavati with other views.

It is also found that both the Sukhavativylha Sitra and the Tripitaka contain the
different teachings. : The concepts of the Buddhas Trikayas and of the Buddhaksetra : In the
Three Baskets,it is agreed that the Buddhas form and body consist only of the dharmakaya
and nirmanakaya, but sambhogakaya appearing in the Mahayana Scripture is not found in the
Three Baskets. The said information is of the connection with the concept of Buddhaksetra
which is not also accepted in the Three Baskets. The point about the Buddhaksetra is very
different from Theravada Buddhism. such as the teaching of intuitive wisdom or the law of Karma
including other kinds of disagreement.

The type of the composition of the Sukhavativyldha Sitra consists of the prose of 47
chapters in which the verses are included in some chapters. The g" chapter is the most
important one, because it is the Pranidhana paramita which is the most important teaching in this
Sdtra, and is the famous model of Mahapranidhana in all Mahayana Scriptures.
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