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50205209 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES
KEY WORD : WEST BANK OF BANGKOK / DEVELOPMENT / A.D. 1855 — 1945

WANLEE NUALHOM : DEVELOPMENT OF THE WEST BANK OF BANGKOK, A.D.
1855 - 1945. THESIS ADVISOR :  ASST.PROF.PUENGTHIP KIATTISAHAKUL, Ph.D.,. 211 pp.

This research aims to study the development of the west bank of Bangkok between
1855 and 1945, which can be divided into 2 periods. The first period begins after the Bowring
Treaty in 1850 and ends when Bangkok Noi Railway Station was built in 1909. After Siam and
the United Kingdom signed the Bowring Treaty, the Siamese court issued policies supporting
the production for commercial purposes. These policies affected economics of the west bank
increased the number of ships and rafts along both sides of the Chaopraya River. The
economic expansion led to the digging of many important canals in the west bank including
Mahasawat Canal and Pasi Charoen Canal. The first canal connects the Chaopraya River
and Nakornchaisri River and the second one connects Samutsakorn district and the
Chaopraya River. Moreover, because of this treaty, many foreigners settled down in Bangkok
particularly on the west bank. These foreign communities and economic quarters substantially
expanded.

The second period begins after King Chulalongkorn initiated of the project building
Bangkok Noi Railway Station which was the main southern railway station in 1909. The
construction connects the western and the southern regions for trading and communication
purpose. In addition, in 1911, Pakklong San — Mahachai Railway was built to facilitate sea
food transportation to Bangkok. This railway expanded the communities and the commerce
around the railway areas such as Bangkok Noi, Klong San and Talad Plu. After that in 1932,
Puttayodfa Bridge connecting the new 11 roads was completed. Then, the new communities
along the road were expanded. These new roads and the bridge had an impact on the west
bank people’s life from the river-leased life to land-based. From 1941 to 1945, the west bank
of the Bangkok area was adversely affected. The Second World War forced people to move
to the inner land of the bank or other provinces. Besides, the Japanese army-occupied the
area to transport food supplies and armaments. The Japanese invasion had direct
consequences on Thai people’s way of life. These people encountered hardship resulted from
food and consumer goods shortage.
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