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The purpose of this study was to explore problems and models of community participation
in transferring of local wisdom knowledge of herbal consumption in Chark Tub Tao (an assumed
name), Rayong Province by using participatory action research techniques focusing on utilization,
revival, conservation and tranference of local wisdom knowledge in order to develop the community
strength. The 59 key informants, community leaders, and local wisdom leaders were recruited by
means of purposive sampling for the first informant and the others by snow ball technique.

The initial results of community analysis before the participation action research revealed
that the community weaknesses were: community leaders not realizing the importance of local
wisdom and few facilities cing available for community development, lack of motivation for
developing local wisdom products, having no models of transferring local wisdom knowledge for
the increase of their incomes. However, the strong points of the community were being a resource of
various kinds of herbs, having unique food processed from local wisdom, having many groups of
local wisdom leaders, and having rich land with water resources for agricultural development. In this
study, the community proposed community resources considered as community cost, comprising
local wisdom leaders and a unique product of herbal food, Zingber zerumber (L.) Smith, as
representation in studying the phenomenon. Within this phenomenon, the community created an
appropriate model for community participation for transferring local wisdom knowledge of herbal
consumption in Chark Tub Tao Community, Rayong Province. This model consisted of 15 main
elements as follows: (1) organizing interested groups of people having the same concepts and
supportive cooperation, (2) choosing simple, low-cost activities as a means to construct people
participation, (3) surveying consumer demand in order to study a feasibility of production, (4) setting
up rules of group working, (5) having a definite target group of products, (6) group members having
knowledge and understanding of product qualities, (7) sharing responsibilities according to group

members’ choices, (8) selecting convenient and appropriate place as a workplace, (9) gradually
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increasing the production to meet the consumer demands, (10) evaluating the work performance and
relevant products, (11) realizing the significance and equity of individual group members, (12) being
able to adapt and change strategies to solve the problems, (13) preventing individual and group
conflicts in all levels, (14) developing and improving both of the quality and the quantity of products
to meet the consumer demands, (15) giving morale and encouragement in order to promote group
participation.

After the implementation of the model, the community could have a continuing process of
management and development creating benefits for product makers and raw-materiat sellers, and
consumers. Consequently, it resulted in community participation in creating more jobs, having good
. relationship among group members, and increasing maore incomes,

From the study of the aforementioned phenomenon, the theorical concepts cf community
participation in tranferring locai wisdom knowledge of herbal consumption in Chark Tub Tao
Community, Rayong Province, can be formulated. The positive aspects of community cost are
supportive and favorable elements leading to community development, while the negative aspects of
community cost are obstacles and unfavorable elements preventing community development. Both
" of the positive and negative costs include human resources, raw materials, and environment contexts.
Thus, if the community combines arnd adjusts positive and negative costs together to organize appropriate

activities for community development, it can reach the community goal as set.

Adjust positive and ‘:> Organize appropriate @ Goal

negative costs activities




