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YUWAREE CHOKSUANSAP : PLACES OF AMUSEMENT IN BANGKOK, 1945 -
2002 A.D.. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.WORAPORN POOPONGPAN, Ph.D.. 187 pp.

The research aims to study the history and transformation of amusement place
and their effects on Bangkok’s society since 1945 which was a time when people sought after
pleasure after the end of World War Il. The amusement place transformed and adapted
constantly for them to be able to lure customers in the each era. The study was illustrated
until the year 2002 when place of amusement were uncontrollably expanded far beyond the
scope of the law.

The study found that the place of amusement in Thailand, especially in Bangkok,
were constantly influenced by Western culture and they continue changing along with social
context, for example, the place of amusement catered for the American troops in Thailand
during the Vietnam War. The striving to survive of entertainment businesses combined with
the demand from Bangkok’s residence was resulted in the expansion of various entertainment
centers. The disordered growth of entertainment businesses brought about several social
problems, reflecting from covert drug trade and prostitution On-premises. Furthermore, a
number of place of amusement were illegally established close to educational institutions. As
a result, Thai government then released the amending policy to control social organization
and zoning of place of amusement aiming to keep its society in order.

Department of History Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2011
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