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ABSTRACT

The Firearms, Ammunition,Explosives,Foreworks and the Equivalent of Firearms Act
B.E. 2490(1947) sets the legal measurements to specifically control the firearms and
ammunitions. Its objective is to monitor and control the possession of firearms, ammunition
together with the use of firearms to harmonize the peaceful society and stabilize the country’ s
security. Having studied the relevant law, there are three significant problems. The first issue is
related to allow someone to make , buy, own, use, order or import of firearms and ammunition as
mentioned in section 7 of the Firearms, Ammunition,Explosives,Foreworks and the Equivalent of
Firearms Act B.E. 2490(1947). The relevant case study is the local registra in Bangkok province
has grant the permission to the rifle procurement project in which for the benefit of the public
servant to be able to buy the rifle in a cheaper price. However, this allows the private gun shop to
be the importer who places the order and import the rifle on behalf of the Department of
Provincial Administration by using section 7 from the Firearms Act along with the Interior
Ministerial Decree 108/2535 dated on 10 February B.E.2535 and the decree dated on 4 January
B.E. 2548. This becomes controversial whether it is appropriate or conflict with the objective of
Firearms Act that this matter should be authorized by the Minister of Interior.

The second issue is based on the section 9 of the Firearms Act which licenses the
legal person or juristic person can be allowed to own and use the fircarms and ammunitions to
defend their own property. The problem raises whether this action is appropriate and also provoke
the prohibited persons regarding to section 13 and section 14 to own and use the firearms which
in fact violate the law. Thirdly, the qualification and methodology to apply for the permission to
own and use the firearms as mentioned on section 13 are sufficient enough given the current

condition which is dynamic in term of economy and society. Consequently, the Firearms Act



needs to be studied and evaluated especially in the principle and concept for the possession and
use of firearms, ammunition as well as the recommendation to improve the act to be more
efficient and effective.

The study finds out that the legal methodology to import the rifle for the benefit of
public servant is not appropriate as this action might violate the Firearms Act. The Minister of
Interior is in fact the authority, regarding to the Firearms Act, to issue such order as the Minister
is in charge pursuant to this Act. Secondly, the permissions to own and use of firearms for both
the legal person and ordinary person which are granted by the local registra are also not
appropriate as it is conflict with the Firearms Act. Moreover, with the evolved social and
economy, the qualification of the person or the legal person have been speedily developed as well
as the methodology to apply for the permission is not quit adequate.

Referring to the section 7 section 9 and section 13 of the Firearms Act, the local
registra should make the decision based on the rule of law and the objective of the Firearms Act.
In conclusion, my recommendation is to amend the Firearms Act to be able to issue the
Ministerial decree so that the authority can set the clear guideline and set out the appropriate

methodology in this matter more effective.
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