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This research aims to study the creation process of virtual community and its characteristics. It
intends to analyze online identity construction and presentation, cybersexuality, life experiences, and the
interaction in virtual community. Employing virtual ethnography approach, data collection through online
participant observation and online non-participant observation, online interview of web masters and the
community members, and web-based survey of the community members, the research synthesizes and
compares characteristics of virtual community, online identity presentation, cybersexuality and life
experiences among three groups of people with different sexual orientations: gays, lesbians, and women
transgenders. The results of the study are as follows:

First, virtual community for people with various sexual orientations has been initiated by the
web master. The interaction among the community members is indispensable to the community's
existence. The study found that operation of the virtual community has five key elements; the
community’s purpose, virtual space where the interaction occurs, computer mediated communication,
community members, and community sponsors.

Secondly, people with various sexual orientations not only construct their online identities, but
also connect their online identities with their real ones. This process is demonstrated through the
construction of online identity’s elements and the interaction with others in virtual community.
Presentation of sexualities in virtual community is accomplished by 1) posing threads in the webboard to
find lovers; 2) posing threads to exchange information, ask for advice, and share concerns about sex,
sexual intercourse, coming out, gender bias and discrimination.

Last but not least, virtual communities and the online identities of people with various sexual
orientations have similar webboards, communication tools and members’ interactions. They also
manifest resembled online identities. However, they have different purposes and sponsors. When
comparing the cybersexuality and life experiences among people with various sexual orientations in
three virtual communities, prejudice and double discrimination exists. Within the heterosexual
community, homosexuals are discriminated against by prejudiced heterosexuals. At the same time, the
communities of people with various sexual orientations alsc practice discrimination and establish sexual

prejudice on top of the heterosexual community's one.





