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Pra-Chao-Mai is an image of Buddha made of wood. It is concerned with belief of “A-Ni-
Song”, which is meant to a consequence of virtue that will be gained by making favorable sacrifices for
Buddhism. Lanna People (Natives who live in the area formerly comprising the old Kingdom of
Lanna) have been believing that their sincere devotion will let them obtain good result of merit, even
though the good things they’ve done are less worthy. According to Lanna history, beliefs of A-Ni-Song
have been occurred since the dynasty of Mang Rai. It referred to a building of Buddha statue made of
sandalwood by Phaya Muang Kaew However, the oldest evidence which have recently found is in
duration of 1704. It mentioned to the building of Buddha images which were frequently built at that
time. Until the period of the end of Burmese rule, the Kingdom of Lanna captured and herded many
Tai ethnic groups, including Tai Lue, Tai Kuen, and Tai Yong. Then, they settled down in the
kingdom. It concerned with their influence on the form of Buddha images which had been obviously
changed. Due to people’s faith in Buddhism, those of Pra-Chao-Mai were built for worshiping the
Buddha. Their form depended on traditional form of each native expert sculptor group and available
local materials for building as well. Therefore, those of Pra-Chao-Mai in this era rather had various
identities. Nevertheless, there were the same purposes which are to support Buddhism until B.E. 5000
henceforth to building sacred statues for worshiping by all Buddhists and other gods in natives’ faiths,
to be the point for praying for ancestors and any deceased creatures, to redeem a vow to the Buddha,
and to be an honor and virtue for all contributors as well. People attend Buddha image’s building with
hope for attaining A-Ni-Song as three of happiness: happiness on the earth, happiness on heaven, and
happiness of nirvana. They also wish to reincarnate as Buddhist saint in the next era of Maitreya (in
B.E. 5000) to ascend to heaven, to have faith healing, and /or to get sage.

The new form of Pra-Chao-Mai was created by new era sculptor group The rationale for
building still involved with Buddhists’ belief that they will gain lot of A-Ni-Song by building Buddha
images for their religion. These will let them found delight in recent life, next life, and life after next
life, as the inscription on base of Pra-Chao-Mai that “Happiness on the Earth, Happiness on Heaven,
and Happiness of Nirvana, Amen”
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