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50101303 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
KEY WORD : TRANS-PENINSULAR ROUTE / UPPER COASTS OF SOUTHERN THAILAND /
EARLY HISTORICAL PERIOD / THONBURI AND RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD
CHAUVANA KHAIKAEW : A STUDY ON TRANS - PENINSULAR ROUTES ON THE
UPPER COASTS OF SOUTHERN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. EMERITUS. PHASOOK
INDRAWOOTH, Ph.D. 204 pp.

The thesis is designed with the objective of applying the analysis results of
archaeological data and evidence from surveys and excavations at the sites in the area of all
districts in Chumphon and Ranong provinces and Tha Chana district in Surat Thani Province to
the creation of a site mapping model of the trans—peninsular routes on the upper coasts of
Southern Thailand from the early historical period, ca. The 1%- 6 ™ centuries CE, Through the
Thonburi and Rattanakosin period, ca. 18 B century to 1909 CE. These findings obtained. There
are 70 sites found in the area that reveal the use of the three trans — peninsular routes in the
prehistoric period, ca. 1000 BCE to the first century BCE; i.e., the first route : Kraburi — Thung
Tako, the second route : Muang Ranong — Thung Tako and the third route : Kapur — Thung Tako /
Lang Suan. Only the third route was used in the early historic period and the route extended from
Kapur site down to Phu Khao Thong, the port site of the early historic period. There is no evidence
to indicate the use of the third route in the periods of Srivijaya (ca.7 h_12" century CE),of Nakhon
Si Thammarat (ca. mid 13 " _late 14 " century CE), of the early to mid-Ayutthaya period (ca.early
15 " Jate17 " century CE), of the late Ayutthaya period (ca. early 17 " late 18 ™ century CE), But
the third route was used in the Thonburi and Rattanakosin period, ca. late 18 "— 19 ™ century CE.
In the period there appears the settlement increasing at the eastern coast and a new trans -
peninsular route was used ; i.e., the Kraburi (Pak Chan) - Pak Nam Chum Phon. No evidence of
the use of the trans-peninsular route during the historical periods of Srivijaya, Nakorn Si
Thammarat, the Early and Mid-Ayutthaya, and the Late Ayutthaya. Thus, the hypothesis that there
are four trans-peninsular routes and had been used continuously from the early historic period to
the Rattanakosin period is proved not to be correct.

In this study the researcher discovered the sites located at almost the same latitude of
the early historic period, i.e, Pak Chan at the West coast and Khao Sam Kao at the East coast, and
of the Thonburi and Rattanakosin period, i.e. Muang Ranong at the West coast and Muang Lang
Suan at the East coast, But the trace of the site on the routes in between the sites of the two coast
is not yet found. The search for the sites is recommended for further study.
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