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Local Community Development and Participatory Process in Flatland Management of an Insurgency-Prone Area

in the Songkhla Province
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Local Community Development and Participatory Process in Flatland Management of an Insurgency-Prone Area

in the Songkhla Province

Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the use of natural resources
of an insurgency-prone area in the Songkhla Province, the needs and focus for
community development; 2) to investicate processes in preparing community
roadmaps and participatorpy management of its flatlands; and 3) to recommend a
co-operative and comprehensive model for area management. This qualitative
research was carried out through participatory observation, in-depth interviews, and
focus groups. The area of study covered 16 representative subdistricts of 4 districts,
namely Jana, Tepa, Natawe, and Saba-yoi.

It was found that the community’s needs and focus in managing its flatlands
were in 4 aspects. Concerning natural resources and environment, it focused on
developing and improving natural tourist destinaations while maintaining the richness
of natural resources through members’ participatory management and co-operation
with local administrative orgnizatons and related agencies. Regarding economy,
trading, investment, and tourism, the community objected big-scale industries that
would have impacts on way of life, culture, and environment. If there is industrial
development, there must be a clear-cut designated zone outside the community.
Community members must be granted title-deeds to their lands. As for quality of
life, culture, community order and administration, it was found that almost every
area was confronted with drug problems. Concerning infra-structure and
communication networks, the community wanted both major and minor roads
expanded more to connect with borders and tourist spots. It also demanded
landscape improvement for tourism areas and other public space. Additionally, local
participation in development is needed. Last, pattern of coordination, this study
recommends that a development of an informative master plan to be submitted and
pushed as a strategic roadmap of the Songkhla province under the co-operative
management and financial support of the governmental organizations and security
divisions. To fulfill the goals of the development, the plan must answer the needs of
the community. That is, it must use the data and mechanism of this research as
guidelines for the community’s management of its flatlands.
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