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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) basic individual and socio-
economic status of farmers, 2) knowledge and sources of knowledge in quality longan
production, 3) situations of quality longan production by farmers, 4) adoption of quality
longan production adhering to Good Agricultural Practice, 5) opinions of farmers towards
quality longan production, and 6) problems and suggestions of farmers for quality longan
production.

The population in this study comprised a number of 1,805 registered longan
farmers in Tha Wang Pha District, Nan Province and a number of 327 samples were
identified by simple random sampling. Data collection was done by structural interviewed
guestionnaire. Data were analyzed by computerized program and described by frequency,
percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, and standard deviation.

Findings were as follows:1) most of interviewed farmers were male with an
average age of 55.31 years. They were educated at primary level. The average farming area
was 26.04 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The average household farm labor was 2.98
persons. The average income from farming was 149,000 baht. The main occupation was
crop production while the subordinate occupation was longan plantation. All of the farmers
were members of agricultural institute. Mostly, they were customers of the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. 2) By overall, farmers’ knowledge in quality
longan production was at medium level whereas the knowledge in longan production
extension received from other media was rated at low level. 3) Most farmers grew longan on
the foothills. The soil was laterite. All of the farmers had grown Edor variety. The average
age of longan plants was 11.41 years. All of the farmers depended greatly on seasonal
rainfalls which was the water source for growing longan. Pruning was done, but they had
never done flower thinning. Chemical fertilizer and manure were used. Longan production
was in-season and sold to middlemen. The average production of Grade AA was 852.30 kg;
the average production of Grade A was 1,808.75 kg; and the average production of Grade B
was 1,374.30 kg. The average income from selling longan production was 27,660.50 baht per
year. 4) For overall, they adopted the quality longan production in terms of opinions at high
level. As for an adoption of practice, it was found that most of them had adopted and
practiced. 5) The overall opinion towards quality longan production technology was at high
level. 6) The overall problem was at medium level due to insufficient water which was
significantly rated at the highest level. They suggestions that the public sector should provide
to help for price control over production factors to lower price, forming up a group and
appointing a purchase committee at sub-district level. Hence, they would like the government
agency to promote the production as well as marketing.

Keywords: Quality longan production, Nan Province
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