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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic backgrounds of
farmers. (2) farmers’ knowledge relating to quality mango production, (3) farmers’ opinions
toward quality mango production, (4) farmers’ practice relating to quality mango production,
(5) comparison of knowledge, opinions and practice relating to mango production by famers,
and (6) farmers’ problems and suggestions for quality mango production.

The population of this study was farmers who had mango plantation in Sak Lek
District of Phichit Province. The samples comprised of two groups, famers who received
GAP certificate and other farmers, accounting for 111 farmers of each group. Data were
collected by using interviewed technique and analyzed by computerized program. Statistics
used to analyze data were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The research results were found that (1) most of GAP farmers were male with the
average age of 5.41 years and finished primary education. The average number of household
farming labor was three persons. The average mango planting area was 25.22 Rai 1 Rai =
1,600 square meters). The average total household income was 503,548.18 baht/year, while
the average total farming expense was 136,378.83 baht/year. As for the general farmers, most
of them were male with the average age of 50.31 years and finished primary education. The
average number of household farming labor was three persons. The average total household
income was 416,819.46 baht/year. The average total farming expense was 132,783.78 baht.
The average area of mango plantation was 18.50 rai. (2) Most of both groups had knowledge
in suitable soil for mango plantation, maintenance and improvement of mango production,
and tool utilization for mango harvesting. However, there was not high number in other
knowledge contents. (3) GAP farmers perceived quality mango production at “most™ and
“much” levels. while general farmers rated at “much” and “moderate” levels. (4) Most of
both groups performed the practices adhering to the export standardization, except collecting
the water for chemical contaminate analysis that a lot of farmers didn’t practice this topic.
(5) GAP farmers had higher income than general farmers. There were statistically significant
differences in most topics of mango production adhering to export standardization. Hence,
(6) both groups encountered problems in unstable climate conditions and tendency of high
cost production. Therefore, they suggested to have price control for production supplements
and to provide knowledge to farmers about system, process, and criteria of the agencies
relating to quality mango production adhering to export standardization.

Keywords: Quality mango production, Fruit production adhering to export
standardization, Phichit Province
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