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50205211 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES
KEY WORD : HISTORY OF MALACCA

SIWAWUT CHAICHAOWARIN : THE PORTUGUESE AND THE DUTCH IN
MALACCA : MELAKA IN THE 16 TH — 17 TH CENTURIES. INDEPENDENT STUDY

ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. CHULEEPORN VIRUNHA ,Ph.D. 110 pp.

This study aims at comparing the roles of Portugal and Holland in Malacca during the
16" to 17" centuries with that of the 15" century Malacca Sultanate , in order to determine why
Malacca under the western administrations was unable to continue function as a great entrepot
center of Southeast Asia. The study is done by gathering existing information about Malacca in
order to make a comparative analysis. The finding indicates that the success of Malacca as a
regional entrepot center during the 15" century did not rest on economic factor alone, but
included political and cultural aspects. Under the Malay Muslim rulers, Malacca was a free port
that welcomed merchants from all over the world who could come and go and traded freely. Also,
Malacca was recognized as a political center of the peninsular Malay and a cultural center of the
Malay Muslim world. The coming of Portugal changed all this. The Portugal disrupted the pattern
of trade by their attempt to impose monopolistic control over trading traffic in the Straits of
Malacca. They were also in conflict with many Malay States during the 16" century. Holland, on
the other hand, took over Malacca from Portugal mainly because they wanted to deny other
western nations commercial and political base in the Malay Peninsula. For these reasons, Malacca
gradually lost its greatness as an entrepot center of Southeast Asia during the 16" and 17"

centuries.
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