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50205214 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES
KEY WORD : ECONOMIC / SOCIAL / PHITSANULOK

PATTARA SAKSRIPANIT : ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CHANGES OF
PHITSANULOK, A.D. 1957-1999. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.PUENGTHIP
KIATTISAHAKUL, Ph.D.. 226 pp.

This research was conducted to study economic and social changes of
Phitsanulok, A.D. 1957 — 1999. The findings showed that economic and social changes of
Phitsanulok were separated into 2 significant phases. The 1* phase, (A.D. 1957 — 1976) had
a massive fire accident which burned many buildings in the province triggering economic
changes especially expanding civilizations from the inside the heart of the main city to
outside. The Phitsanulok Municipal Bureau of Civil divided to downtown area into 2 parts: the
west of Nan River for local administration and the east of Nan River for businesses and
dwellings. Some public utilities of Phitsanulok were donated by the United States of America.
According to the 1% National Economic Development Plan, it was an important of 2 influences
in economic and social changes in the city: The immigration of foreigners, especially the
merchants from Bangkok and nearby to live and earnestly open commercial businesses in
Pitsanulok. The new commercial buildings along Barhom Trilokanat road, Buddhabucha road
and Naresuan road were interested by merchants to occupied for opening the local products
selling stores and imported products from nearby cities, including Bangkok.

In the 2™ phase (A.D. 1977 — 1999 after Phitsanulok was selected the center of
the Lower North by the 4™ National Economic Development Plan (A.D. 1977 — 1981), the
policies focused on boosting up public utilities and also decreasing the inequalities of
economics and societies among people in Phitsanulok. Based on local and non-local
investors were invested in businesses including hotel, department stores and entertainment in
business areas. At the same time, these changes directly affected the local’'s way of life,
especially those in houseboats. They were offered to move away from the river by The
Phitsanulok Municipality. Claimed that the locals’ quality of life, would be improved and the
pollution of Nan River would be prevented. However, these changes helped the Phitsanulok
Municipality to be promoted to be a municipality in 1999. This promotion clearly indicates of
the downtown, the physical expansion as well as economic and social changes of
Phitsanulok.
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