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 The evidence that commonly found in the crime scene was latent fingerprints. It was 

likely that the accused may touch and leave the fingerprints on the fruit surface. The objective of 

this research was to investigate the sharpness of latent fingerprint developed by the powder 

method and the super glue method on various type of fruit surfaces. Five types of fruit including 

apple, banana, guava, mango and orange were used in this study. The visualization of latent 

fingerprints at different time intervals were also studied. The latent fingerprint samples were 

prepared and were detected for minutiae points by Mini Automated Fingerprints Identification 

System (MINI AFIS). The results were then taken for statistical analysis. 

    It was found that the super glue method was the most effective method for the 

detection of latent fingerprints found on apple, banana, mango and orange while the powder 

method worked the best for guava. The fingerprints developed immediately after pressing were 

clearer than those fingerprints developed after 30 minutes, 3 hours, 24 hours and 48 hours. 

   The results from this study thus suggested that the super glue method and the powder 

method can be used to detect the latent fingerprints on the fruit surfaces. 
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Source    d.f.           SS MS F Sig. 

            4 11,327.33 2831.83 25.467 .000* 

            3 17,817.02 5939.01 53.410 .000* 

            4 13,986.93 3496.73 31.446 .000* 

*

 

          12    4,257.89 354.82 3.191 .000* 

*

 

          16 1,969.07 123.07 1.107 .351 

*

 

          12 2,416.03 201.34 1.811 0.048* 

*

*  

           48 6,129.31 127.69 1.148 .254 

Error           200 22,239.33 111.20   

Total           299 80,142.91    

*     0.05 
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