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Chananchida sirijanto. (2007). ROLES OF THE TAI TRIBAL PEOPLE IN VIETNAM

IN THE BATTLE OF DIEN BIEN PHU, 1946 — 1954. Master’'s Project MA. (Asian History).

Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University: Project Advisor:

Asst.Prof. Plubplung Kongchana.

This master project is a study of the roles of the Tai tribal people in Vietham during
the battle of Dien Bien Phu from AD 1946 to 1954. The Dien Bien Phu Battle is
considered a very crucial campaign in the first resistance war of Vietham against the
French. In this campaign, the Viet Minh army decisively overthrew their French
adversaries. This victory forced the French colonizers to withdraw their entire regiment
from Vietnam and gained the people of Vietnam pride and faith in Viethamese dignity
which served as a determination during the second resistance war with America.

The Battle of Dien Bien Phu had its venue in the land of the Tai tribal people called
Muong Thanh. As knowledge in the academic field about the Tai tribal people in Vietham
and their origins is limited, the researcher focuses on the roles of the Tai tribal people in
the Dien Bien Phu Campaign in the following aspects: involvement in wars, contribution
of man labor and distribution of rations to both the French and Viet Minh armies An
analysis of the aftermath and effects of in the Dien Bien Phu Battle toward themselves is
also provided to study the changes in politics, economy, society and culture as a result of
the Tai tribal people’s involvement in the campaign.

The study revealed that both the French and Viet Minh armies were aware of the
benefits of exploiting the Tai tribal people who were the autochthonous people inhabiting
the area at the time of the battle. Limitations due to Dien Bien Phu’s mountainous
geography and its remoteness from the capital; Hanoi made transportation from Hanoi to
the battlefield of Dien Bien Phu difficult. This resulted in exploiting indigenous people a

necessity for both the French and Viet Minh.



The roles of the Tai tribal people in the Battle of Dien Bien Phu were significant in
that they were potential keys to victory for either sides of the war. Their switching of
parties would result in winning the battle for either side. The end of the war affected the
Tai tribal people in that a number of the people were forced to flee overseas as refugees
whereas those who remained in Vietham had to face a change in their ruling system from

a Tai feudalist system to a centralized Vietnamese governing system.
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