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NGUYEN THI KIM CHAU. (2546). A Contrastive Analysis of Word Formation in Vietnamese and
Thai. Master thesis, M.A. (Thai). Bangkck : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee : Miss Wiroonrat Chanaingoon, Dr. Kriengkrai Watanasawad.

The research aims to study compounds , synonymous compounds and reduplicatives in
Vietnamese and Thai , the important types of word formations in both languages . The results of the
study reveal the similarities and differences of all three types of words in these two languages in the
following aspects : functions , structures and meanings .

Data in Vietnamese and Thai are collected from spoken language , dictionaries , theses
and text books.

The research reveats the following results :

For compounds , in functions and structures |, there are 5 identical types of
compounds in Vietnamese and Thai . Most types in both languages have 2 sub-types that have the
same function as their first components — the large number , and those that have a different function
from their first components . Compound formations in both languages use the technique of including
from 2 to 5 morphemes from 12 word classes in Vietnamese and 11 word classes in Thai . in
meanings , there are 4 identical features in both Vietnamese and Thai .

For synonymous compounds , in functions and structures , there are 9 types of
synonymous compounds in Vietnamese and 6 in Thai . Most types in both languages have only one
sub-type , they are synonymous compounds that have the same function as their first components .
Synonymous compound formations in both languages use the technique of including from 2 to 4
morphemes from 9 word classes in Vietnamese and 6 word classes in Thai . In both languages ,
especially in Vietnamese , the compeonents of the synonymous compounds are often in the same
word class . In meanings , there are 5 features in Vietnamese and 4 in Thai .

As for reduplicatives , in functions and structures, there are 15 types of
reduplicatives in Vietnamese and 6 in Thai . Most types in both languages, have only one sub-type,
they are reduplicatives that have the same function as their base words . Reduplicative formations in
Vietnamese use the technique of reduplicating the base word from 15 word classes in 6 patterns ;
Thai uses the technique of reduplicating the base word from 16 word classes in 4 patterns . In

meanings , there are @ features in Vietnamese and 10 in Thai .
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