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This study aimed at analyzing the Human Shadow Play of Sumon Saw Pratum Performance

The Human Shadow Play of Sumon Saw Pratum Performance Group

Group, focusing at the dancing gestures of the dancers who sing and dance to imitate the leather
shadow play in the stories. The study examined the history of the human shadow play of Sumon Saw
Partum Performance Group form B.E. 2529 to 2551 by studying the documents involved, interviewing
the experts in the field of singing and the plays that war shadow play and the music.

The finding showed that the human shadow play was developed from Khon or the Thai
classical masked play which occurred in the reign of King Luang Lopburiramed who was the governor
of the south region assigned Police Lieutenant Colonel Pravichai Prachaban to bring the Khon from
the central region to play, accompanying the policemen acting amusingly. After that more players here
added in the stories acting like leather shadow play the players were dressed up, sang and spoke like
the leather shadow play and followed the same tradition as the leather shadow play. The stories mostly
reflected the way of life of the people in the south region. From that time this play was called “Nang
Khan” or “Nan Kon” The performance groups followed this way of playing and the performance was
very popular. One of the most famous buman shadow play performance group at the present time is
the Saw Sumol Performance group.

It can be concluded that the human shadow play in the performance using human beings
instead of Talung shadow play which uses leather shadow play. The human shadow play uses the
same dressing, singing and tradition of the original leather shadow play. The difference is that the way
of dancing of human beings is more outstanding than the leather shadow play. The gestures of dancing
of human shadow play are invented according to the story, for example, in the Suthon —~ Manora Story of
the Saw Sumol Performance Group the gestures of dancing are divided into 3 parts : Kinaree

swimming, Manora Sacrificing and Pra Suthon Choosing a marriage mate.





