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Absurdity as a philosophical judgment is a reason to understand life. The
philosophical issue concerning meaning of life is to consider whether life has any
meaning, or what makes life worth living.

Thomas Nagel argues that human life is absurd. Human's consciousness
produces a discrepancy in life’s understanding. Such discrepancy is, on one hand,
that man lives with the pursuit of some goal, but on another hand the capacity of
conscioushess makes it possible for man to look back at that pursuit through an
" objective standpoint, and he sees that it is dubious.

Though man can see that his pursuit is dubious, he cannot live without any
such pursuit. Thus human life is absurd because man still has to pursue the goal
which can be doubted.

Nagel's argument has an impact on the issue of the meaning of life. If all
pursuits are dubious, there is no reason to say that life is meaningful, because there
would then be no reason to pursuit anything.

This thesis analyzes Nagel's argument and considers whether Nagel can
defend his thoughts against objections. | will show that according to Nagel, though
life is absurd, it doesn't follow that life is meaningless at all. Lastly | will argue that life
is absurd for other reasons than what Nagel said. And | will also show that though life

is absurd man can live meaningfully.





