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Kitti's hog-nosed bat (Craseonycteris thonglongyai)
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Abstract

Population structure and ecology of Kitti's hog-nosed bat were surveyed in the
area of Plant Genetic Conservation Project under the Royal Initiative of Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, Kanchanaburi Province between February
2012 and August 2012. In the study area, Kitti's hog-nosed bats were observed in at
least 5 limestone caves. Although population size of Kitti's hog-nosed bat at Wang-Phra
cave sharply declined between May and April, the cause of this fluctuation could not be
determined. Further study is needed to monitor the population size and seasonal
variation. Moreover, the diet composition of Kitti's hog-nosed bat was investigated using
molecular techniques. The results indicated that insects of the order Diptera are among
Kitt's hog-nosed bat's preys. Comparing insect DNA from bat faeces with DNA
database of insects in the study area will reveal more information of Kitti’'s hog-nosed bat
diets.

Keyword: Kitti's hog-nosed bat, population, diet, Kanchanaburi
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