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In this study, Mu Ko Similan Marine National Park was surveyed to examine the
patterns of coral damage and the recovery of corals after the tsunami. In addition, changes
on the seafloor affected by the tsunami were monitored. To collect the data, at each site,
line transects were established perpendicular to the island shoreline, and the data were
collected every 2 m along the transect at point where the measuring tape touched corals or
substrates. The results showed that the proportion of tsunami damaged corals at different
sites was variable depending on coastal profiles and coral lifeforms. Massive and tabulate
coral forms were the most susceptible to tsunami damage. Types of coral damage included
broken, overturned, sand covered, and recently killed coral colonies. The monitoring
surveys showed that 80% of completely overturned tabulate corals were dead during two
years after the tsunami. Recruitment of organisms was also monitored on the exposed
bared rocks at a depth of thirty meters where sand on the seafloor was removed after the
tsunami. Sponges were the dominant organisms (90%) after one year. New soft corals
started recruiting and growing on the bared rocks. Small colonies of hard corals were also
observed. Two years later, a slight percentage of new soft corals and sea fans recruiting to
and growing on the bared rocks increased at with a decrease in sponge populations. This
Create a new community of corals in the deep water. From this study, some suggestions
are recommended. Areas where there are high damaged corals should be closed for

tourists at least 2 years. These will allow corals to recover.





