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ABSTRACT
203337

ASEAN Free Trade Area affected expansion of economy in ASEAN region. In addition
to infrastructure supporting transportation between borders of Thailand and Laos, it still increased
potential of the region to generate competency between the regions. The construction of 2™ Thai-
Lao Friendship Bridge between Mukdahan Province and Savannakhet District in the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic was very significant to support the ASEAN Free Trade Area.

This study was a qualitative research using several techniques to collect data from
samples including in-depth interview with 4 government officers, 3 exporters and discussion
groups with shipping companies and exporter groups which consisted of total 5 shipping
companies and exporters in each group.

The data was analyzed by frequency distribution to figure out level of significance.
Moreover, this study also applied a method of quantitative research by using questionnaires to
collect data from 42 exporters for statistical analysis to find the level of problem and significance.
This would be helpful to define further resolution on export in Mukdahan Province.

The results found that the border trade between Thailand and Laos in Mukdahan area had
consistently expanded but there were some problems with transportation, marketing, liquidity,
government policy and trading partners. However, important factors improving the export
development were the developments of transportation, international transportation laws,
marketing, government policy and economic expansion of Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
According to the research, development gap was found and several approaches on export through
Thailand-Laos borders in Mukdahan Province were also proposed as follows: 1) Develop the
international law to improve the liquidity of increasing amount of export 2) Develop the
infrastructure, rail transit system and logistics to reduce cost and save time for faster export 3)

Cooperate commercially with the Laotian and Vietnamese governments to diminish the problems
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stemmed from different laws and to strengthen trade relations between these countries 4) Enhance
the management of customs house for convenient and fast export 5) Establish industrial zone or
special economic zone for economic value added, income distribution to local labors, value added
of agricultural materials in such area including rubber products to export to high demand markets
in China and Vietnam 6) Convince banking system and promote using of letter of credit for better
liquidity of economic expansion 7) Always create public relations plans to let the entrepreneurs
acknowledge export policy, export promotion, marketing information, regulations and product
distribution channels in target countries to increase opportunity of trade expansion and 8) Issue
decisive measures to prevent and punish anyone who might be related to informal trade as well as

to create consciousness for businessmen in such borders.
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