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Abstract

The study of social impact assessment around Ayutthaya historical park from tourism development
policy aimed to study on the social and the living conditions of the people around the Ayutthaya historical
park to the development area of the park from tourism development plan. The study is made by connecting
to analyzing process to the strategic policy and the development plan in the area both national level,
regional and provincial groups in comparison to the social changing and the population in the studying area
under the tourism development frame at the policy level and also to evaluate the environmental effects on
social and living conditions of the people. The study was to seek the causes of social effects from tourism
development. The alternatives choices for improvement the suitable tourism with the development at the
strategic leve! to the communities and city were created with social development at the area of Ayutthaya
historical park. The results were used as reference data to make the evaluation to the environmental effects
at the strategic level. The researcher had used the population survey for the people who had lived around
Ayutthaya historical park for all 529 households. The sampling had been made for 193 persons by using the
area sampling, which was the methodology to select the samples, by using the rules and group sampling
selection by using the sub-group division. While the questionnaires had been verified its validity from the
experts with testing the accuracy of such questionnaires. The process of creation and testing the quality of
tools for research were as follows:

1) Taking the created researching tools to verify its content validity by experts.

2) Taking the tools verified its validity already to test for reliability by searching the Alpha Coefficient
with the methodology of Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient, with inquiring the questions related to economy,
social and environment and obtaining the reliability value of 0.625.

From the studying such research, it was found that the policy or the strategy promoting the tourism,
it was necessary to realize to the suitability or capability to develop such tourism. Although the tourism was
developed better, at the same time the tourism development pnlicy might bring out some problems or
effects consecutively as same as the policy or the strategy of tourism development of Ayutthaya. From the
study on the tourism development of Ayutthaya, it was found that the tourism policy also effected to the

social and economic conditions of those communities around Ayutthaya historical park. In addition to the



research, some experts had given their opinions on the problems and effects occurring from such tourism.
The experts had realized that there were some problems or effects occurring from delivery or tourism
development as follows; 1) tourism in Ayutthaya was still unclear, there were only policy plans without setting
up a committee to take care, there was no coordination systematically, 2) majority people who did trading
and operating their businesses were the outsiders, since the Ayutthaya people were not living in Ayutthaya,
since they had no income, so they had to earn from other provinces, and it might be seen that some people
adhered to the benefit seeking nearby the temples by trading, 3) most income was from tourism and
industries, the income was not from attractive places praising as world heritages, 4) there was no offering on
historical knowledge, foreign tourists got more historical knowledge than Thai people because they read
before touring, 5) infrastructure developed such as roads, electricity etc., had been developed
corresponding to the tourism, causing the area is able to support or to respond to the tourism, 6) the
problem of garbage in greater amount, 7) heavy ftraffic in rush hour. For all these, the report from
researching had proposed the basic concepts for tourism development affecting both negatively and
positively to the communities. The brainstorming from those experts, people, whether government and
private sectors and interested persons in order to create alternatives from tourism development with
capabilities to reduce those social effects by determining the role to 3 main groups for consideration and
operation to support tourism; those were 1) government, 2) private, 3) tourists, in order that all groups has
followed. The development or the promotion such tourism had to do with environmental conservation. The
abstract operation had to be done, while changing from agricultural society to industrial society for the

growth had to be done with social development also.



