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Nowadays about 92% of export cargo volume from Thailand is done by the ocean
transportation. The important cargo by volume is the agricultural product such as rice, tapioca and
sugar. The studies indicate that only about 8% of export cargo volume is done by Thai flag
vessels. The main reason for not ship the cargo by Thai flag vessels is because Thai export sell
cargo on FOB (Free On Board) Term. So the buyers are the ones who need to arrange and control
the transportation. This effect the promotes improvement of Thai flag fleet. Maoreover, Thai exporter
losses the benefit that they can make from the gap of ocean freight. Thai broker also losses the
chance to fix the cargo and earns the commission.

This research is made to study the factors determining participation in chartering market of
Thailand which will reveal the possibility to operate charter market in Thailand. This market will be
the important source of chartering information for exporter; ship owner and ship broker. Exporter
will have information of open vessel in the market, and Ship Owner will have information of open
cargo in the market, while broker can fix the cargo based on the information given from this
market. Finally the charter market will enhance the growth of Thai maritime industry.

From the research, 86.7% of sample population is interested in involving the charter market
at average of interesting 61.5%. The factor that related to the decision to join the market is the
charter frequency, the percentage of ‘contact via broker and the concern of loading and

discharging cargo.





